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We are called to be the hands and face of Jesus as we learn, love and grow together.
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Dear Parents and Carers

We believe that a modern Catholic primary school must be a partnership if it is to
work effectively. Itis up to us all (church, school and home), to ensure that we help
our children to learn from their living and to create a secure and loving env ironment
that places Christianity at the heart of their lives.

Children do not simply attend St. Vincent de Paul School: they and their families
become part of the school, and the school becomes a significant part of their lives.

It is our conviction t hat a successful education is a joint exercise and we therefore
seek the involvement of parents at all times.

We have prepared this prospectus to show you something of the feeling and
aspirations of St. Vincent de Paul School. It cannot, of course, answer every question
you may have. Please contact us directly if you have any further questions. | hope
that you will come and see the school for yourselves.

We look forward to welcoming you.
Yours sincerely

Al —

Mrs Alexandra Whitty Mr John Sloan
Acting Headteacher Chair of Governors
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1.0 School Vision

We are a place of faith, love and learning, where individuals collaborate to be the best that they
can be, recognising the learning struggle and aiming for excellence in personal, academic and
professional spheres.

Rooted in our Catholic faith, we provide a curriculum that is relevant, coherent and intended to
develop the skills and knowledge that will enable pupils to engage fully, wholly & morally with life
in a diverse society.

1.1 School Aims

Page |3

Our Mission Statement
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To create a living, Christian community of pupils, staff, parents, governors and parish
where the teaching and values of Christ are at the heart of all our activities

To sustain the Catholic life of the school through religious teaching, through experiences
of prayer and Worship and through the Christian values which permeate school life

To provide a secure, caring and welcoming environment for the children, parents, staff and
visitors

To offer our children the best possible education so that they may develop their aptitudes,
abilities and interests to the best of their abilities within a stimulating learning environment
To promote a search for excellence

To foster self-confidence and to motivate our children to take pride and pleasure in their
work

To encourage in our children a sense of responsibility for the community and for the world
in which they live

To help our children acquire the knowledge and skills that will eventually enable them to
lead full lives in our society

To celebrate and reward successi n al |l areas of our chil dr

e




2. GENERAL INFORMATION

St Vincent de Paul School is a Catholic Voluntary Aided School. It is a ceeducational
primary school catering for the needs of children between the ages of 3+ and 11.
The Archdiocese of Westminster is the trustee and the school is maintained by
Hertfordshire County Council.

The School Day

School starts at 8.45am

Lunch Time KS1 12nooni 1pm
Lunchtime KS2 12.307 1.30pm
School ends 3.15pm

Throughout our school there are two classes for each year group. In the Foundation
Stage there is one Nursery class which caters for children staying all day (30 hrs per
week) as well as those attending for half a day (15 hrs per week) and there are two
Reception classes. At Key Stage 1 there are four classes and at Key Stage 2 there are
eight classes. EYFS and KS1 classes are housed in one building and KS2 classes ar¢
housed in another building across the playground.

The Nursery Day

Morning Nursery starts at 8.45am
Morning Nursery finishes at 11.45am
Afternoon Nursery starts at 12.30pm
Afternoon Nursery finishes at 3.30pm

A lunch club exists for those pupils attending nursery all day. This can also be
accessed by part time children for a small charge. Meals are provided by Herts
Catering and are charged at a daily rate.
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3. OUR GOVERNORS

Our school Governors work closely with the school. They are kept up to date with
news and views and meet on a regular basis.
Our governors can be contacted via the school.

Our Governors are:

Mr John Sloan Chair (Foundation Governor)

Mrs Alexandra Whitty Ex Officio (Acting Headteacher)

Mrs Geraldine Cartwright Foundation Governor

Mrs Mary Hewitson Foundation Governor

Mr Robert Neave Foundation Governor

Mrs Siobhan Morgan Foundation Governor

Mr Sajan Sebastian Foundation Governor

Mrs Gloria Enoch Foundation Governor

Mrs Theresa TaylorBrookes Foundation Governor

Rev Fr Nigel Woollen Foundation Governor (Parish Priest)
Mrs Bernie Bullock Parent Governor

Mrs Damon Cairr Parent Governor

Mr Kunle Anjorin Parent Governor

Mrs Charli Lahif L.A. Governor

Mr Simon Crump Staff Governor

Mrs Val Hargrave Coopted Governor (Assistant Headteacher)
TBC Coopted Governor (Assistant Headteacher)
Mr Nathan Barry Coopted Governor

Mrs Rhian Richards Associate memkber

Mrs Ryan Pearce Associate member

Mrs Julie Woolf Clerk to the Governors
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4.0 Curriculum Model at St Vincent de Paul School

We aim to provide a curriculum that is broad, balanced, relevant and responsive to the needs of the
pupils, the wider community and the society in which they operate. Our curriculum, underpinned by
our Catholic ethos, aims to be responsive to the needs of all pupils, regardless of ability or other
factors, and develops essential knowledge and skills alongside key skills of resilience,
resourcefulness, reflectiveness and reciprocity which are developed as the building blocks for all
learning.

We have developed our own Curriculum Model at St Vincent de Paul School to visualize this. The
core curriculum at the centre (National Curriculum, PSHE, RSE and RE) is delivered through a
range of engaging, active and creative methods with he aim of developing some core anchor points
(the yellow circle). All aspects of the curriculum are underpinned by 10 core values all of which have
their roots in the Gospel. These core values underpin everything that we do in school: curriculum,
outreach, connections, staffing, wellbeing 7 they are the cornerstones upon which each interaction
within and beyond the school is based. The curriculum model can be visualized as follows:

Faith

Courage

Living the Common

Forgiveness

Hope

0ue1a|01 Y 1adsay

[yof,é [
s Knowledge of Self

Goodness

Justice

Peace

The Core Curriculum at the centre determines the key aspects of the curriculum content that must
be delivered. A yearly overview, broken into terms, will ensure that the content is delivered across
the year group and over time within the Key Stage. This overview is published on the school website.
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A range of delivery models will inform how the key skills and knowledge are developed and will
impact upon the pedagogy deployed to ensure learning and the purpose will set the learning in its
context and may shape the whole learning experience.

There are three Key Stages of education in the primary school:

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS): Nursery & Reception Classes
Key Stage 1 (KS1): Yrs1l&2
Key Stage 2 (KS2): Yrs3to 6

5.0 The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

EYFS INTENT STATEMENT:

We aim to deliver an EYFS curriculum which recognis e s p u p i | 6 sandifatladvs their dwn a
interests and natural curiosity; provides first hand learning experiences; allows the pupils to
develop interpersonal skills and become creative thinkers who reach their full potential.

The EYFS Framework explains how and what children will be learning to support their healthy
development during Nursery and Reception classes.

Children in the EYFS learn skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate their understanding
through 7 areas of learning and development.

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are:

1 Communication and language;
1 Physical development; and
1 Personal, social and emotional development.

These prime areas are essentialforthec hi | déds heal thy devel opment
As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These are:
Literacy;
Mathematics;

Understanding the world; and

1
1
1
1 Expressive arts and design.
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The seven areas are used to plan the learning and activities for individuals and groups. Children in
the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active and following their own lines of enquiry in a
supportive and stimulating environment.

Learning is often through carefully designed play and exploration opportunities, alongside more
formal adult led activities or 1:1 work. The learning environment, inside and outside of the class,
aims to be fully enabling and stimulating, encouraging children to explore.

Tasks may be child initiated, using a continuous provision that has been carefully planned to
enhance the next steps and interests of learners. During this time the adult role is to enable, observe
and intervene with further enhancements that will enable learning to move on or interest levels to
be sustained. At other times a direct skill may be taught 1:1 or in a small group with the aim that
during CIL (Child Initiated Learning) these skills might then be used independently. On other
occasions a whole class session may be used to engage all of the children in a key learning moment
or series of moments. High levels of engagement are key as is expert intervention at the right time
and for the right period by the adarlpted. ensur i

Throughout the EYFS, the following characteristics of learning underpin all engagements:
(1) Playing and exploring
1 Finding out and exploring
1 Playing with what they know

T Being willing to 6have a gobd

(2) Active learning

1 Being involved and concentrating
1 Keeping trying

1 Enjoying achieving what they set out to do
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(3) Creating and thinking critically
1 Having their own ideas
1 Making links
1 Choosing ways to do things

The EYFS curriculum themes are mapped across the year, broken down into each term and is
available to all parents on the website. The aim, however, is not to be rigid with this context, but
rather to respond to the needs and interests of all learners, ensuring that the characteristics of
learning are a key focus.

Throughout the EYFS, staff use 02Si mpled sof
learning. This aims to celebrate achievements and is used to plan for next steps of learning. The
journals are printed out regularly, are supplemented with other significant pieces of work and are
available for parents to view at key points throughout the year. Parents are encouraged to contribute
to the Learning Journal in a number of ways.

At the end of Nursery the journal follows the child to their Reception class and at the end of the
EYFS the journal is shared with the receiving Year 1 teacher in order that its accurate assessments
are used to plan early next steps at the start of KS1

6.0 CURRICULUM: KS1 and KS2

The curriculum is carefully planned by the teachers based upon the expectations laid down in the
National Curriculum (2014) and the Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools (2012).

Religious Education is taught as a separate subject and is considered as a Core Subject, with a
minimum allocation of 10% curriculumtime, as required by the Bisho
Wales.

The National Curriculum for KS1 and KS2 is comprised of the following Core Subjects:

1 English

1 Mathematics
1 Science

1 Computing

The following Foundation Subjects are also included:

History

Geography

Art

Design Technology

Music

Physical Education

Modern Foreign Languages (KS2 only)

= =4 =8 -8 -5 _95_9

Personal, Social Health and Economic (PSHE) Education has been strengthened as a statutory
element of the curriculum since 2020. PSHE has always had high priority at St Vincent de Paul
school and even more so in relation to Covid recovery. It is a vital tool that enables young people to
develop skills and attributes such as resilience, self esteem, risk management and critical thinking
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through three core themes of Health and Wellbeing, Relationships and Living in the Wider World.
Relationships Education has also become a statutory element of the primary curriculum at the same
time but its implementation was delayed by the Pandemic. From Summer 2021 schools have been
required to teach a Relationships and Education curriculum, after consultation with parents.
Feedback from the consultation is available here: 21_05_26_RSEonsultation-Feedback-response
April -2021.pdf (stvincent.herts.sch.uk)

7.0 A GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT AREAS

7.1 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Information from our trustees in relation to RE is found here:
Religious Educationz Diocese of Westminster Education Service (rcdowrg.uk)

Catholic schools, with RE at their core, exist in order to "help parents, priests and teachers to
hand on the Deposit of Faith in its fullness to a new generation of young people so that they
may come to understand the richness of the Catholic faith, and thereby be drawn into a deeper
communion with Christ in his Church." (Religious Education Curriculum Directory pvii).

I TAx AOAEO #OOOEAOI Oi $EOAAOI OU &I O OAEITTI O
Conference and is currently under consultation. It will significantly impact upon the curriculum for all
Catholic schools when it is confirmed. The School hagen working towards this for some time and
our Diocesan adviser has confirmed that we are well on journey towards expectations.

A Diocesan wide scheme may well be enforced by the Diocese and we await news on this until then,
however we continue to devebp our own home grown scheme, based upon the them theme of the
Way, the Truth and the Life but rooted in the updated assessment criteria. In effect we havewstten
our scheme suiting it to both our own context and the skills needed.

Curriculum intent statement:

We aim for all pupils to be religiously literate, know their way around Scripture and traditions of the
Catholic Church and we are able to consider how this impacts on their everyday life. We aim for
pupils to be increasingly able to make links between aspects of scripture, worship, Church
teaching and their own lives. We aim to ensure that through learning about aspects of faith they
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http://www.stvincent.herts.sch.uk/documents/21_05_26_RSE-Consultation-Feedback--response-April-2021.pdf
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https://education.rcdow.org.uk/re-catholic-life/religious-education/
http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/schools/religious-education/item/1000034-religious-education-curriculum-directory

are able to make informed life decisions, impact positively upon society and focus on the Common
Good in their everyday lives.

The taught curriculum is derived from the Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools (a mandatory
requirement of the Bishopso Conference of En
knowledge and understanding at an age appropriate level about faith from the following broad areas:

Revelation (scripture & history);

Church;

Celebration (sacraments, liturgy & prayer); and

Life in Christ (the challenges and joys of living a Christian life).

= =4 =4 A

Our planning, rooted in The Curriculum Directory, is broadly based upon a commercially produced
scheme, The Way the Truth and the Life (published by TERE) which we have heavily adapted in
order to suit the needs of the school and expected standards in RE which were revised in July 2018.
This is supplemented by materials drawn from a range of other sources. Since Sep 2019 our RE
leaders have completely revised the planning for RE across the school and have innovated in our
approach which is firmly rooted in making links between four key distinct but linked aspects:

Four areas that we aim to create links

between through the RE curriculum

sainbow (FR)

GOD
NEWS
BIBLE

Scripture

Teaching

This focus aims to create effective and tangible links between the four broad areas of the Curriculum
Directory (Revelation, Church, Celebration & Life in Christ). Making links between these areas will
enable children to achieve at a higher standard.

Three attainment targets were introduced with the New Standards in RE Document in December
2018. The Bishops of England and Wales have given schools the authority to make use of this new
framework when teaching RE should they wish to whilst we await the updating of the Curriculum
Directory.

The attainment targets are as follows:

Attainment Target 1: Knowl edge and Understanding (061 es
1 Developing knowledge and understanding
1 Making links and connections
1 Understanding historical development
1 Using specialist vocabulary
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Attainment Target 2: Engagement and Response) (61l earnin
1 Engaging with questions of meaning and purpose
1 Engaging with questions of beliefs and values

A

Attainment Target 3: AnalysisandEval uati on (O6RE skill sd)
1 Using sources as evidence
1 Constructing arguments
1 Making judgements, justifying conclusions
1 Recognising diversity
1 Analysis and deconstruction

We aim to produce religiously literate pupils who know their way around the scripture and traditions
of the Catholic Church and are able to consider how this impacts on their everyday life.

World Faiths:

An appreciation that not everyone is a Catholic or indeed a Christian is an important aspect of our
RE curriculum. The faith experience of all pupils within and beyond our community is recognized
and valued.

Where possible visits to places of worship or other direct experiences of individuals of faith from a
range of world faiths enhance the learning about people of faith in society. Judaism is the starting
point for a study of faiths outside of the Christian tradition, using Jesus as a Jew as the context. As
the children become older, they increasingly exposed to the concept that Christianity is wider than
Catholicism; that all Christians are not Catholic; and that not all people live their lives according to
a faith. The school is committed to ensuring that all pupils develop a sense of understanding the
importance of diverse faith views in wider society. Our scheme of work encourages all pupils to take
their RE learning outside of the Catholic bubble that can exist. Our RE learning also encourages the
recognition of the faith traditions of all children in the class and actively aims to use this. Over the
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past year the development of our understanding of Islam and Coptic traditions has been key; our
Twitter feed has reflected this.

RE is more than a subject

RE is not taught in isolation, but as a subject that underpins our daily actions. A rhythm of prayer
throughout the school day and the development of a rich tapestry of Catholic Life underpins the RE
curriculum at every stage.

The RE curriculum, rigorous in its approach and its development of theological learning, is planned
in a creative manner, enabling all pupils to explore faith and experience a deepening relationship
with God.

7.2 Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)

We are involved in Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) precisely because of our Christian
beliefs about God and about the human person. The belief in the unique dignity of the human
person made in the image and likeness of God underpins the approach to all education in a
Catholic school. Our approach to RSE therefor
human person and presented in a positive framework of Christian ideals.

Following the guidance of the Bishops of England and Wales and as advocated by the
Department for Education (DfE), RSE will be firmly embedded in the PSHE framework as it is
concerned with nurturing human wholeness and integral to the physical, spiritual, emotional,
moral, social and intellectual development of pupils.

Al | RSE will be in accordance with the Church
importance of marriage and the family whilst acknowledging that all pupils have a fundamental
right to have their life respected whatever household they come from. It will also prepare pupils for
life in modern Britain.

The school makes use of Ten Ten6s Life to the
which is recognised by the Diocese of Westminster as a suitable scheme. The scheme is
underpinned and rooted in the teachings of the Church.

Slides from Ten Ten introducing the scheme are available here: Ten Ten Parent Session

A Parent's Guide is available here: Life to the Full - Parent's Guide

All parents have access to the Ten Ten parent portal to see all of the materials that are used.
Your username is: svp-sgl

This is accessed via the following links:
Parent portal: https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal/
Parent Consultation portal: http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-consultation-primary

Response to our statutory consultation is available here: RSE Consultation Feedback and
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Response

Our RSE Policy is available on the school website.
f you have any questions, please do not hesi
currently coordinates RSE provision throughout the school.

7.3 ENGLISH

English is an integral and fundamental component of the whole Primary Curriculum. A good literacy
education is pivotal for all learning in every curriculum area. Developing good communication skills
are at the core of our English curriculum and ensure that children are able to function effectively in
everyday life.

Curriculum intent statement:
We aim for pupils to:
1 speak confidently and coherently whether presenting or responding to information in a wide
range of contexts
1 to be fluent and confident readers who understand and enjoy a wide range of reading.
1 to be able to communicate effectively, fluently and creatively through their writing.

The National Curriculum for English divides the subject up into the following areas:
Spoken language: speaking, listening & responding;

Reading: word reading;

Reading: comprehension;

Writing: transcription: spelling and handwriting;

Writing: composition; and

Writing: vocabulary, grammar & punctuation.

E

English is taught daily and is woven into many other curriculum areas.

The Herts for Learning Planning framework ensures that there is a good coverage of genre and key
skills are developed as appropriate. This is the starting point for planning, but teachers are permitted
to be creative with it, making it their own in order to suit the needs of learners in their class. The
school is currently lokkin gto supplement this with materials form the Centre for Literacy | Primary
Education (CPLE) materials.

How do we teach reading at school?

There is a daily PHONICS s essi on in EYFS & KS1 based suapd
Sounds6 Wehdemaeach O6synthetic phonicsdé but ar e
develop alternative approaches to reading according to need. As children move into Year 3, the
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phonics focus shifts to its application in spelling although phonics lessons may still continue for
classes and for some groups requiring extra input.

Phonics based reading scheme materials (Jelly & Bean, Rigby Stars &Oxford Reading Tree) are
used in EYFS and KS1 and for some pupils in KS2 alongside a range of other reading materials.

We aim to work with parents to develop confident readers who are increasingly independent in their
approach to reading.

Individual reading occurs alongside Guided Reading (in groups) and through an appreciation of
whole class texts as we move through KS2. Parents are encouraged to support the process through

a dialogue in the reading diary. Moving throught

away from the scheme, having developed the necessary skills to approach a wider range of reading
materials. We aim to develop pupils who enjoy reading and actively engage with texts for personal
enjoyment.

The school is currently investigating Little Wandle Phonics which will become our Synthetic Phonics
Programme in the academic year 2022/23

How do we teach handwriting?

In the EYFS, pupils are encourage to mark make as a precursor to writing. As they begin to wrote
they are taught a consistent approach to letter formation but the focus is on encouraging a
commitment to record a written response.

A pre-cursive script is taught from Year 1, with a stroke that leads in and a tail at the end. In this
way all letters start from the line and children are enabled to begin joining letters effectively when
ready. Handwriting lessons take place in each class.

An example of the pre-cursive writing script is available in Appendix 1. When pupils begin to use
pens, a liquid or gel ink is used rather than a biro.

As pupils become more proficient in KS2, a personal joined style is encouraged.
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