PUPIL POST

26t February 2023



We were all looking forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday.
Catch up here with the latest Headteacher's Blog:
PREPARING FOR LENT 2023 (svdpmrwhite.blogspot.com) https://t.co/1sGTTCiFsq

(or read it at the end of this Pupil Post)


https://svdpmrwhite.blogspot.com/2023/02/apologies-it-has-been-some-time-since-i.html?spref=tw
https://t.co/1sGTTCiFsq
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Reception had lots
of fun in the talent
show outside




Year 4 created
interesting
questions and
interviewed
each other.

If you had a
superpower

what would it
be?

If you could
become an
animal, what
animal would you
transform into?

What is the most
amazing dream
you ever had?
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Learning through play



Lots of fun, comparing the mass of
objects in Reception this week using the
words heavier and lighter.
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Year 4 are creating
their own game or
activity for throwing
or rolling; striking or
kicking; throwing or
catching;
these are going to be
amazing!




Pancakes - YUMMY!

Find out how the tradition of
Pancake Tuesday (Shrove Tuesday)
fits into the Lenten picture
MISSION TOGETHER have produced a short film
for children:
'Why do we eat pancakes on SHROVE TUESDAY?’
Watch the film on Mission Together's Lent
webpages https://buff.ly/3uy7ss4 @acceUK

Why do we eat pancakes
on Shirove Tuesday?

- st e - A

PIC*COLLAGE



https://t.co/3rf063PYgC
https://twitter.com/acceUK

Year 3 investigating parallel lines in 2D shapes
< "Parallel lines never touch” >

"Length doesn't matter; the distance between them does”

—




Ready to join with KS2 pupils for Mass at
St Joseph’s on Wednesday;
KS1 and EYFS pupils will receive their
ASH WEDNESDAY ashes in school.
Watch out for the first image on our ‘Lenten Lines’

chosen by our school Parliament members.
Families should have received information
via ParentMail to support preparations
in school and at home.

This information is also available here:
https://t.co/D8L42CQav8



https://t.co/D8L42CQav8

Every child in the school, from
nursery to Year 6, received their
ashes on Wednesday,
understanding that
we turn to Jesus to put things right
and that we are assured of his love.

Remember to look out for any
updates on our Lenten Lines display
at the main entrance each day.

Read Mr. White’s
ASH WEDNESDAY Headteacher’s blog

here: https://t.co/o4CAFW89Lv

and hear us sing!



https://t.co/o4CAFW89Lv

Our youngest children’s Lenten journey has
begun; receiving ashes on Wednesday.




Nursery
children
recelving

ashes in
class.
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Our Junior
children attended
a beautiful
ASH WEDNESDAY
Mass at
St Joseph'’s
with FATHER

NIGEL WOOLLEN.

It was a
beautiful
occasion

marking the
start of our

Lenten
journey.






The singing at the end was beautiful! 'JESUS YOU CAN USE MY HANDS' by Dan Callow (One Life Music) is
fast becoming one of our favourite hymns. Thank you to our friends in Year 4 for leading us in signing this.

One Life Music lead a series of Lenten musical reflection for children which we have bought into this year.
L We are looking forward to using them in school.



https://www.onelifemusic.co.uk/

As part of the Year 2
class worship,
"Faith" group planned
and led the class
prayers and activity.
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Science, evolution and unusual creatures.
Year 6 described unusual creatures.

Using observational skills, they pretended to have
discovered these creatures for the first time and
described them for science.




Brains hard at work, Y5 Maths Challenge Team






Thank you to School Parliament
members for setting up for our
Reconciliation opportunity
on Friday

We looked forward to welcoming
Father Nigel Woollen, Father
Michael Doherty and Father Frank
Leonard

Our reconciliation preparation
materials are available on our
parent support page:
https://t.co/D8L42CQav8
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https://t.co/D8L42CQav8

The Nursery children
have been observing and
measuring their seedlings.

“It’s growing up!”
“It is three!”
(Which is the tallest?
Why do you say that?)

“Actually she planted really
well. It’s seven!”
“Four more!”

Watch growth here:
https://twitter.com/i/status

/1629076080014290945



https://twitter.com/i/status/1629076080014290945
https://twitter.com/i/status/1629076080014290945

Year 2
have been designhing
front covers
for our Holy Bible.




... and children in Year 4 painted Jesus in the desert






Our pupils prepared
beautifully for and
attended reconciliation
in school on Friday
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Our parliament team shared an incredibly positive
pupil voice from their classes.




_L‘_- AN TTET NG P

If your child is in the school choir, you should have received a link to a Google form about the chance to sing at Westminster
Cathedral on Sat 11th March. Please respond a.s.a.p. If you haven’t received a ParentMail and your child has been attending
choir, please contact Mr. Wh|te Please note that this is for the Junior Choir and is d/ﬁ‘erent to our Y5 Royal Albert Hall Choir!
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The Specific Learning Difficulties
team are available on Thursdays
to give advice and answer your
guestions, 9.30am - 12pm. 01442
453 920.

If you're worried about your
child's emotional wellbeing and
how this might affect their
learning, the Educational
psychology advice line is open on
Wednesdays from 2pm - 4.30pm.

Tel: 01992 588 574.
This half term Contact Line will
operate every other week.

Speak to a specialist advisory
teacher on Thursdays about any
concerns you might have about

your child's speech, language,

communication and autism needs
in relation to their education.

Specific Learning
Difficulties advice line

01442 453 920

Thursday 2.30am - 12pm

(term time only)

Speech, language,
communication and autism
4 needs advice line:

v 01442 453 920

Tuesday and Wednesday

1.30pm - 4pm
: (term time anly)
v
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ALITISM & ADHD $1d)

Parent/Carer Support Group

Talk about your child's needs in anopen, 4
caring and non-judgemental environment §
with our facilitator Lorraine.

www.angelssupportgroup.org.uk

SENDHERTS events pages are full of SEND courses and workshops, covering topics like sleep issues, autism and
ADHD, teens, anxiety and applying for an EHCP.
Most are free and many are online so you can join from the comfort of your own home.
https://t.co/iNlaviU5M8

ANGELS is a Hertfordshire based charity that supports families of children with Autism and/or ADHD.
They work alongside parents to build understanding and provide individualised, professional expertise and
advice. Check out their facebook page: https://facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064525878242



https://t.co/jNlaviU5M8
https://facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064525878242

Thank you to everyone for
supporting our recent
bags2school fundraising
campaign. We raised £190!!

Great news
St Vincent De Paul PSA - Herts

has been paid £30.70 by EASY
FUNDRAISING.

Thanks to everyone who's helfped make
a BIG difference during this difficult time
by raising donations for us.

If you're not supportmg us yet, please visit:
https://easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stvincentherts/pay
ments/4e364d/?utm source=whatsapp&utm medium=q

uarterlypaymentspage&utm campaign=qgp-feb-23...

D easyfundraising.org.uk
7 feel good shopping



https://t.co/orqqahF8pw
https://t.co/orqqahF8pw
https://t.co/orqqahF8pw
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Our latest
newsletter is
available here:

Community The poor

Dignity.

Work Peace

Ash Wodnesday = tho start of LENT

This Wednesday maris (he sia of our Lenien preparations. K52 childoen waill be atiending Mass
af 51 Josmphis & 17 am and sveryone 15 welcome b join ws. The EYFS ard K31 childeen wall
receive ther ashes in & specal lurgy in schoo on the same day. Ash Wednesday is radisanaly
# day wisen Calfsohics absiain from ety meal and 82 such our Herts Calering mer will be alfered
iFea week o enable pupls o mark this speda day in-a rediliong way.

Lent is always a very special ime of preparation in schoal and o help each other in thess esserial
preparations we have produced some documents o guide famiies. These should beip you
urderstand the preparatiors taking place m school and how hese can be complirented al home.
| hope (hat you fird them usesul

Throughout Land, we have finee greng propects e we fopae you and your children will be abhe
io help us with
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https://t.co/BQW0DbU6xl
https://t.co/BQW0DbU6xl

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness. He fasted for forty days and
forty nights, after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him,
Y

“If you are the Son of God, turn these stones into loaves.” But Jesus replied with
God's word saying, “Scripture says: ‘Man does not live on bread alone but on eve

ry
word that comes from the mouth of God.'” The tempter then took him to the
top of the Temple

. "If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down;
for scripture says: ‘He will put you in his angels’ charge and they will come

to save you."* Jesus said to him, “Scripture also says: ‘You must not put
the Lord your God to the test.'” Next, the tempter showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendour. "I will give you all these,”
he said, “if you fall at my feet and worship me.” Then Jesus replied,

“Be off, Satan! for scripture says: 'You must worship the Lord your

Yy
God, and serve him alone.'” Then the tempter left him, and angels
appeared and looked after Jesus.
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‘Human beings cannot live on bread alone,
but need every word that God speaks.””

Jesus said, “The scripture says,

TEACHING
Lent is a time for us to make an extra
effort to connect with God’s word.
Listen to,

Learn from and

3
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Matthew 4:4 Live by
The Word of God

A WORSHIP LIFE
PRt | oying cod, Lent a time to

Help us to work together

to share what we have so that
everyone has what they need.
Help us to share God’s love with
everyone we meet.

Amen

Prepare for Easter
Pray
Fast

Give




OUR SCHOOL LENTEN PROJECTS

Pray Fast Gilve
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TURNING PROSLEMS INTO OFPONTUNITIES

@ KANYIKE PROJECT
QAL

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Care of creation Stewardship Year 4
Paper free days

Building community Year 5
Communication with care home

Building community Year 6

Communication and links with Red
Shed

Building community & Dignity of worker
Linking with St. Joseph’s Church

Dignity
Dignity & respect for self and each other
Promoting positive interactions

Stewardship
Y6 Shakespeare
Woodland walk habitat

Stewardship
Y6 Tolkien Litter
collecting with EYFS




Dates for your diary

Monday, 20 February
Back to school
Wednesday, 22 February
11:00
Ash Wednesday Mass KS2 St Joseph's
Friday, 24 February
Reconciliation Opportunity Yrs 4, 5§ & 6

Monday, 27 February

1530 - 19.20

PARENT CONSULTATIONS
Tuesday, 28 February

15:30 - 17.20

FARENT CONSULTATIONS
Thursday, 2 March

World Book Day - oplional costumes ... bring a favourite book!

Tuesday, 7 March

19:00

PSA AGM
Saturday, 11 March

15:55 -19.00

Cathedral Choir - Westminstear
Monday, 20 March = Thursday 23 March
BE SPIRITEL reflections and activities
Friday, 24 March

EASTER RAFFLES

Friday, 31 March

Break for Easter halidays 2pm
Sunday, 2 April

PALM SUNDAY

Thursday, & April

HOLY THURSDAY

Friday, 7 April

GO0OD FRIDAY

Saturday, 8 April

HOLY SATURDAY

Sunday, 9 April

Alleluia! EASTER SLINDAY

Monday, 17 April

Back to schoaol

Sunday, 30 April

Raoyal Albert Hall Gala Chaoir Y5
Monday, 8 May

EXTRA BANK HOLIDAY - KING'S CORONATION
Tuesday 9 May — Friday 12 May

KS2 SATSs testing

Monday, 15 May — Wednesday 17 May
BOOK FAYRE

Monday, 29 May - Friday 2 June
HALF TERM HOLIDAYS

Monday 5 June

Return to school

Thursday 20 July

End of School year — 2pm close

Friday 21 July

INSET DAY (no pupils)



A date for
your diaries
... supporting

the local
Bedwell
community

—

Bedwell Community Group

Saturday 1 April
1 — 3.30pm

Bedwell Community Centre

Mini
Easter Egg
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Fun for all _ imifp
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PREPARING FOR LENT 2023

Headteacher’s Blog

Apologies - it has been some time sincel  And as we return, we will soon enter the Iiturgical
have used the 'Blogger’ facility to season of Lent. The school has '‘gone purple’in
communicate but | am keen to re-open this preparation! Ash WednesdaY((Zan Feb) marks

channel of communication. the start of Lent. Fr Nigel has kindly agreed to put

: on an extra Mass so that pupils in KS2 can attend
| hope that everyone has experienced a and receive their ashes (parents are all welcome

refreshing half term break ... or maybe even a I Ay
- : at 11 am) and pupils in EYFS and KS1 will join
busy one if t?)aetr'ssc’)\r’]vaqa}gxglu prefer. On to ethept iR \?Vscdhoo dbas_ed ch’gurgy]/c to rec?li\{e tt[\eir
. i ashes. Ash Wednesday is a time for us all to stop
M I#ave bee(rj\ LO VST Aty e!jdest SOl &L h in the middle of our busy schedules and take
anTCV%SrESrs%%e :&’gigngggﬁs \?v%rlrl]set g?;cg UP stock of where we are and what we are aiming
for in life; a time to reset; to readjust; to realign.

spending some time in the garden, sorting :
out the greenhouse and pond ready for the ~ Lentcanbea tmr]ees(e){ E)efsaec:,ctiar:eset of heart and

season ahead. It has been good to spend time
with family, even if we are in the middle of This weekend's message from Cardinal Vincent
the tensions of GCSE revision for my middle  really resonated with me. Our actions ... faith in
son! action ... are just SO important. You can read
Life is so busy for all of us. Cardinal Vincent's pastoral message here:



ARCHDISHOMMS HOUSE,
WESTMINSTEN, LONDON, SWiri1Q)
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Fastoral Letter for the Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
IN1Y February 2023

On Wednesday, Lent begins. | write today 10 give you every possible 10 use
these weeks of Lent to refresh and docpen your faith, As we bave just heard from the Book of
Leviticus: “Be holy, for L the Lord your God, am holy " (Levitious 1923 This is a hearntfelt
plen. While there are so many challenges facing us all st this time. our faith underpins
everything we do. The gift of faith gives our lives an enduring parpose and stability. A fatth
that is refreshed and deepenod holps us 10 be gracious, steadfost and cven robust in every
clrcumstance

I put before you today three ways of refreshing and renewing your faith. They are these: a
renewed focus on Jesus: o fresh readiness 1o bear witness 1o him: and, thisdly. 0 conscious efforn
Lo Beald commmunity and compassion wherever you may be.

Let me speak about cach one.

Fint, duning these weeks of Lemt please do all you can to place Jesus at the hoart of your Hives.
Crur relationship with him is the Toundation of all we swive for, our abiding suength and our
source of bope and joy Without this relationstup our faith loses its heart and warmith, beconung
a matter of outward observance rather than inner wonder,

There can be no friendship with our Blessed Lond unless we give him space in our hearts. We
need a time of prayer every day when we can samply talk 1o him, boaging him our worries and
our Joys.

When and where you pray doosn 't matter, just whastever suis your. Pray in o styie that appeals
to you, whatever that may be. But, please, do it! And encoumge cach other to do so, whether
in family prayer or with friends, i ecach other’s company or even over Zoom. Jesus s there,
waiting to embrsce yom, to rejorce in your achiiovements, 1o comfont you in your tnials. Ploase
wve him space in your day, evary day. Aftor all. St Paul resnunds us: “You belong 1o Chirist and
Christ belongs 1o God " (! Cormmbiians 3:23),

Now the second aspect of the renewal 1 hope you can find is this: please let thin faath, this
relationship with the Lord, express il when you are with other people.

1 mwm certainly not nsking you to find a soapbox or in any way 1o force your faith onto others.
No. But there are many moments when spoaking of the goodness of the Lord is guite
appropriate. For example, when somoone 1s sharing with you their sormow or distress. ploase
don®t hesituie 1o wil them you will pray for them. Or when you come across & person who is
fecling alone or neglected, plesse do speak 1o thom of the love of the Lord and the consolation
you find m his presence.

In the recent Synodal discussions, many people expressed concermn for those who feel exclinded
from the Church, often because of their understanding of Church teaching. We must remember
that the teachings of the Church Oow fiom words spoken by owr Blessed Lord 10 those striving
1o be chose 1o him. Yes, they arc sometimes very demanding. But they are teachings which he
Rives ws in love, lavitations which are Hfc-giving. When we beat his voice speaking 1o our
immon hean, we can graop the real mcaning of those teachings, When we attend 10 his yores,
we can hear it resonating i the voice of the Church. Only with this attentivenass 10 him san
we truly explain 1o others the boauty of his waching.

When we fix our eyes on the Lord, fechings of exclision can bo overcome. We can sppreciate
more deeply that we are, each of us. made in the image and Likencss of God. He has an embrace
for everyone. He excludes no one. He offers an invitation to cach person 1o come and follow
him. As we respond 10 that invitation, we become aware of a need for a change of heart and
bebaviour, in one arca of lfe or another, even though cach of us maskes progress in his way
only graduslly, step by small step.

The third thing 1 ask of you this Lent 65 10 refreah i your Lives the way you pat fath mto action.

Heee 1 want 1o highlight just one thing: in every cirvumstance, whether at home or sehool, at
work or leisure, strive (o be ‘a bond of conncction between petwons” (5t John Henry Nowman ).
Building for others 3 sense of being accopted s a genuine first expression of the life that Jesus
offers. When we recognise and respect the goodness in every person we meet and strive,
however simply, 10 reach ot fo thems, we pot Duth into prasctice. Can we ocha in our sctions
just a linde of that uth in today’s Psalm that “The Lord i compassion and love™” Building
community. breaking dowa hoatihities s domg the work of our Riessed Lord, It 15 a work so
much necded n our troubled world. Every day will bong opportunities to do this. | bope that
n the days of this Leot, cach of us will make an extra effor w put oser faith in the Lord into
practice in thas spocial way, This s the appoal of 1oday " s Gospel msessage: @ gemorous love that
overcomes hostility!

One of iny favournite smnts s 51 Francis of Asassi. There s a Tovely story, o maybe a legend,
about hum that | want 10 tell. It is said that towards the end of his lifo. when be was noar 10
death, he gathered his followers together. Looking round he said to them: "Brothren, ket us

begin 1o love the Lord Becouse 50 far we have made linle progress!” Well, if such a great camt
can say thoke worde, so can cach of us

My appeal to you, then, s very simple. This Lent, try to make a little more progress in prayer,
n speaking of Our Rlessed Lord to others, and in being a boarer 1o othors of his compansion
and love.

Ao please pray for me. as | will most comainly pray for you
Yours devotadly,

v %&u-u(»:. AN\jielsle

* Candisal Vinccnt Nichols




So how do we live this out in school?

Well ... our whole RE curriculum is based upon making links
between scripture, Church teaching, worship and life. Whatever our
children learn has to have an impact on their daily life AND IT DOES

SO BEAUTIFULLY!

LENT is rooted in actions of prayer, fasting and almsgiving
During this Lent your children will:

Engage with Food Bank Friday, leaving items in the trolley outside
St Joseph’s workshop that we can share with the St Vincent de Paul
Society to support local families. You can find out more about he
Society of St Vincent de Paul here: https://www.svp.org.uk/

LOCAL ACTION.

Be sent home with a CAFOD penny box. Maybe they could complete
jobs at home for a small fee to support overseas sustainable aid
projects. You can find out more about CAFOD projects that we are
supporting here: https://cafod.org.uk

INTERNATIONAL ACTION.

Buy Easter raffle tickets which will be on sale during the last few
weeks of term. Pupils can buy tickets that might earn them an Easter
treat donated by the staff team. Funds raised will support Father
Kakuba’s Kanyike Project in Uganda. You can find out more about
the Kanyikee project here: https://www.kanyikeproject.org.uk/

INTERNATIONAL ACTION.

Each day during Lent, the School Parliament team
will be selecting an image to display on the ‘lenten
lines’ in our purple shed at the main entrance to
the school. You may want to stop at this point with
your child, look at the new image and say a prayer
together each day.
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https://www.svp.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/
https://www.kanyikeproject.org.uk/

Watch this space!

During Lent there will be many opportunities for your
children to experience a response to scripture
through their ACTIONS.

Lent 2023 brings with it a great opportunity for
lasting change and action focused on the
Common Good. As a Catholic school, rooted in these
principles, we are ideally placed to promote these
principles which can only serve to make
our community the very best place that it can
possibly be, outward looking and supportive to all.
Please join us in prayer for the fruit of our mission
this Lent.

The following link to our school website may support you
in preparing your children during this very special season:
Support for families
Thank you for all that you do to support us in the formation of your children.
It is such a special opportunity and we take it very seriously,



http://stvincent.herts.sch.uk/c-support-for-families.html
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